programme. Neglected and littered green spaces are
not places of well-being and are detrimental to the
image of the city!

Nothing flourishes without care, and the most sublime
things are impaired by inexpedient maintenance. (Peter
Josef Lenné, landscape architect, 1822)

Public gardens in a city are supposed to bring glee to
a broad public. The prerequisites are a neat design
and careful maintenance. (Erwin Barth, landscape architect,
1913)

Cultural heritage must be taken care of. Weeds often
overgrow flower beds in Berlin’s green areas.
Frequently we are faced with overflowing waste bins –
especially in the warm ‘outdoor season’.
Rubbish placed underneath signals people’s vain
attempt to dispose of the rubbish in the waste bin.

Preserving our garden heritage
Public squares and gardens are outstanding pieces
of our European cultural heritage. As a committed
gardening initiative of volunteers and ‘grassroot
activists’, we are concerned about the state of many
parks and public gardens in Berlin. Well-meaning and
competent planners created these green spaces as a
retreat for the population: they were meant to offer
beauty, relaxation and edification in densely populated
urban spaces – a social-reformist concept. Today, as
times have changed, they also serve as an ‘extended
living room’: most Berliners don’t have the use of their
own garden or a balcony. People meet their friends and
extended family in public green spaces, and tourists use
them to have a break from a tiring sightseeing

Reasons for the rubbish problem in green spaces are
the increasing trend to make use of disposable
packages and an insufficient commitment from
politicians and administration to waste prevention
and collection.

We demand more commitment and
concerted action from politicians and
administration for public green spaces:
 Allocation of earmarked funds for greenspace
maintenance for the boroughs
 More funding and personnel for the parks and
gardens departments
 Bigger and better designed, standardized waste bins
(raven- and ratproof, with separate parts for
cigarette stubs and returnable bottles)
 Significantly more frequent waste collections at times
of increased use of squares and greenspaces,
especially on Sundays and public holidays
 In case of need, employing trained park rangers to
prevent failure to comply with park regulations (e.g.
for barbecuing, waste disposal etc.)
 Friendly signpost reminders of proper waste disposal
and employment of ‘waste watchers’ like in Vienna
(provided the three aforementioned points have
been implemented!)
 Funding of these measures from tourist City Tax
revenue and a special tax on disposable packaging
 Promotion of refillable mugs for to go-drinks and
beverages and biodegradable packaging
 Awareness campaigns for the population and
introduction of school curricula and teaching
materials on the issue of an environmentally
compatible approach to packaging materials

Ravens simply love Berlin waste bins!

On the Berlin-wide campaign day ‘Saubere Sache’
(cleanliness matters) on September 15, 2012, the
gardening action group GärtnerInitiative Arnswalder
Platz was born: inhabitants of the neighbouring
streets decided to take hold of the reins themselves.
Since 2013 we
meet regularly
rd
every 3 Saturday of the month
for gardening and
cleaning the
square.

Symbol of fertility:
Mother and child.
Very suitable for the
neighbourhood with its
many children!

Where we’re gardening: listed garden
monument Arnswalder Platz
Arnswalder Platz is located in the district of Prenzlauer
Berg, between Danziger Straße and Pasteurstraße. It
was first listed in James Hobrecht’s town development
plan of 1862. The square design was repeatedly altered;
its present form is based on the 1933/34 plan of urban
construction director Richard Ermisch. Typical of the
era, it is based on a geometric architectonic concept. It
focuses on the ‘fertility fountain’, created from pink
porphyr stone by Hugo Lederer in 1927. Two potent
bulls are the most striking of the five sculpted fertility
symbols – hence the fountain is commonly known as
‘Stierbrunnen’, or bull fountain. The randomly situated
trees on the square date back on a landscape-oriented
planning stage from 1904 to 1910.

Why we got involved
1.3 million euros were spent on the partial refurbishment of this garden monument. It was handed over to
the public with a ceremony in May 2010. Subsequently
the square became run-down within a brief period of
time: the deeply indebted Borough of Pankow had
neither money nor staff for maintenance.
Two years later weeds had destroyed a large proportion
of the newly planted shrubs and plants (see
photograph), vandalism spread and the neighbourhood
kept clear of the rundown square.

Gardening is fun and enriches the local community!
(Here: creating a new flower bed at Pasteurstraße)
More people that support us on Saturdays on a
sporadic basis are most welcome! Just come along or
send us a mail: arnswalderplatz@hotmail.de
Text: Carsten Meyer, Frank Brunhorn
 (+49 30) 400 439 15
www.arnswalderplatz.de

